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Summary

This research project examines the impact of student engagement on student learning and on the
community partner’s capacity to meet the community’s needs within the undergraduate early childhood
teacher education program at Purdue University North Central (PNC).

During the first year in the program, early childhood education students engage in a weekly immersion
experience in a service agency. This service-learning project is integral to the program as it “enriches
[the] academic life and life-long learning by engaging [students] in meaningful hands-on service to the
community while gaining valuable knowledge and skills that integrate with the course objectives”
(Schoenfeld, 2004). This project aims to demonstrate that assessment, authenticity, standards, and
service engagement are not mutually exclusive but closely aligned. One of the underlying objectives in
designing the project was to develop a tool to connect the evaluation of student learning and the impact
within the community. This model could then be replicated for other institutions.

The project aims to examine how service-learning projects are having an effect on the participants—
students and community partners—by utilizing a mixed methods approach of quantitative and



qualitative data. Web-based surveys were used to gather quantitative data, and focus groups captured the
lived experience in qualitative data.

This project provides the community with concrete information and examples of how the university’s
commitment to strengthen service-engagement in the community is truly working to effectively address
issues affecting early childhood in the community.
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